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Chancellor says $3M gift may
help eliminate school bullying 

Ex-IMF chief pleads not guilty
in rape of Manhattan hotel maid

By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to NY Beacon

    As the chorus reverberates on
Capitol for Congressman An-
thony Weiner to resign, the
Brooklyn lawman says he is go-
ing nowhere and will stay put.
Many of his supporters and con-
stituents alike agreed.
    Some say that the congress-
man did nothing wrong by send-
ing pervy photos of himself over
the Internet to about a dozen
women. Others said Weiner
should be judged on his job per-
formance in Congress and the
way in represents his district on
Capitol Hill.
     But don’t tell this to some law-
makers on Capitol Hill. “I wish
there was some way I could de-
fend him, but I can’t, “said Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid.
House Majority Leader Eric Can-
tor wants the embattled con-
gressman to step down immedi-
ately. Some members of Weiner’s
own Democratic Party feel he has
disgraced the organization and
the best he could do is to bow
out gracefully, despite the fact he
has apologized repeatedly for
what he did.
    What seems to anger many on
Capitol Hill is the fact that Weiner
vehemently denied for about a
week of sending explicit photos

Despite  all the noise Rep.
Weiner says he won’t quit

and messages to nearly a dozen
women he met on Twitter and
Facebook, only to come clean early
this week.
      But just as Congressman
Weiner thought he had everything
under control based on his apolo-
gizes, other problems surfaced. For
example, one of the ladies whom
he dragged into the scandal, has
decided to come clean.
     Porn star Ginger Lee said
Weiner tried to get her to lie about
her involvement with him. He even
volunteered to put a high-power
public relations expert at her dis-
posal. “Do you need to talk to a
professional PR type person to
give you advice?” I can have some-
one on my team call,” the Con-
gressman was quoted as telling
Lee.
     Rep. Weiner isn’t only being
urged to resign from his seat in
Congress, but to abandon his
mayoral aspiration as well. A sur-
vey indicates that at least 51 per-
cent of voters wants him to hold
on to his job, but wouldn’t give
him the time of day when it comes
to running for mayor.
     Prior to the scandal, Weiner re-
portedly was the front runner in
the mayoral sweepstake, out poll-
ing former Comptroller William
Thompson, City Council Speaker
Catharine Quinn and Comptroller
John Liu.

    Schools Chancellor Dennis M.
Walcott has announced a $3 mil-
lion gift to address bullying in the
City’s public middle and high
schools and to teach students to
recognize and correct hurtful and
inappropriate behavior.
    The goal of this program is to
teach students to respect others,
set personal goals and develop
leadership skills as they prepare
for college and careers. The fund-
ing, called the New York City Gift-
ing Initiative, is being provided by
the Community for Education
Foundation, a nonprofit educa-
tion reform organization founded
in 1992, and will offer the
organization’s Overcoming Ob-
stacles Life Skills Program to
schools.
     A pilot of over 100 schools par-
ticipated in the Initiative this
spring, and it will be rolled out to
additional schools during the
2011-2012 school year. In all, more
than 850 middle and high schools
will be given the option to partici-
pate in the program, which in-
cludes a three-hour introductory
workshop, ongoing guidance and
coaching, and daily classroom
lessons and materials for stu-
dents. Through the Gifting Initia-
tive, New York City schools will
receive materials that teachers can
use in advisory periods, after-
school programs, peer mentoring
initiatives, and core curriculum
instruction.
    “We are grateful for this gift
from the Community for Education

Foundation, which addresses bul-
lying and gives our students skills
they will need to succeed in col-
lege and in their careers,” Chan-
cellor Walcott said. “Establishing
a supportive learning environment
is a prerequisite for student suc-
cess. In addition, the program’s
professional development and
coaching are key components that
will help prepare our teachers so

our students can get the most out
of this new curriculum.”
     “Overcoming Obstacles ensures
all young people learn the commu-
nication, decision making, and goal
setting skills necessary for success.
We are proud to support Chancel-
lor Walcott’s vision for education
reform and student achievement,”
said Erin Capone, executive direc-
tor of Community for Education
Foundation.
 
     “The Gifting Initiative is a great
example of how public-private part-
nerships can support students’
achievement by equipping them
with the essential skills and valu-
able life lessons they need to excel
in college and the workforce,” said
Sunny Larson, managing director of
The Fund for Public Schools, a non-
profit organization that facilitates
strategic public-private partner-
ships to support the City’s public
schools. “We appreciate the gener-
osity of the Community for Educa-
tion Foundation.”
     The program supplements ongo-
ing training that the DOE has imple-
mented to address bullying in
schools. Since 2007, the DOE has
trained more than 4,000 teachers,
counselors, parent coordinators and
other staff members in a two-day
Respect for All program. In Septem-
ber 2008, we introduced
Chancellor’s Regulation A-832 to
establish a clear process for report-
ing and investigating incidents of
bias-based harassment, intimida-
tion, and bullying in our schools.
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    Ex-IMF Chief Dominique
Stauss-Khan, charged with al-
leged sexual assault and attempt-
ing to rape a West African born
hotel maid last month was in court
this week and pleaded not guilty
to the allegations.
    Strauss-Khan arrest on May 14
made headline news around the
globe. It also rocked the political
establishment in his native
France, where he was considered
a potential contender in next
year’s presidential elections.
    Despite Strauss-Khan non
guilty plea, Manhattan District (CONTINUED ON PAGE 35)

Attorney John McConnell, the lead
prosecutor in the case said he was
confident that DNA samples which
prove the victim’s case against the
famed banker will prevail.
    But one of Strauss-Khan’s de-
fense lawyers, William W. Taylor
said there is evidence that would
sharply undermine the credibility
of the 32-year-old victim’s case
against his client.
    The lead defense attorney, Ben-
jamin Brafman said any forensic
evidence put forth by the prosecu-
tor will not be consistent with a
forcible encounter as charged by
the victim.
But instead the encounter was
consensual.

    The victim’s lawyer, Kenneth Th-
ompson said suggestion by the de-
fense that the encounter was “con-
sensual is preposterous.”  Thomp-
son said his client wants everyone
to know that “all of Dominique
Strauss-Kahn’s power, money and
influence throughout the world will
not keep the truth about shat he did
to the victim in that hotel room from
coming out.”
    Thompson said any suggestion
that his client would accept a mon-
etary settlement to drop the allega-
tion is hogwash.
    “She is standing up for her dig

     Immediately following a rally
of thousands of livery cab driv-
ers and base owners, livery in-
dustry representatives and
elected officials held a press con-
ference on the steps of City Hall
to demand that the Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission create a bet-
ter “5 Borough Taxi” plan.
    Attending the press confer-
ence were Council Member
Ydanis Rodriguez,  Council Mem-
ber Jumaane Williams, State
Assemblymember Jose Rivera
and Assemblymember Marcus
Crespo. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 35)

Rodriguez leads push for boro livery cab drivers’ plan
     The past few weeks have been
filled with events pushing back
against the Taxi and Limosuine
Commission’s plan to couple a new
“Outer Borough Taxi Medallion”
to the new yellow taxi medallions
they would be selling.
    This plan could possibly elimi-
nate thousands of livery cab jobs,
with the medallion’s high cost de-
nying access to nearly all livery
drivers.
     Council Member Rodriguez
joined together with livery indus
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City Council member Ydanis Rodriguez leads a protest rally urging a five boro plan for livery cabbies.


