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... TEACH·IN~ LIFE SKILLS'

Chalsty takes on bullies
It takes a great deal ofcour- cover how young people can

age to get over some of the avoid thekind ofpain she had '
agonizing hurts we experi- suffered. Sheinterviewed ~tR~

ence as adolescents, but Jill dents) local business owners,
Siegal Chalsty not onlyfaced teachers, parents'and ad'miu-
thebtillywho istrators. A common 'theme
hadmadeher emerged: students lacked the
life miser- . life skills that enabled them to
able in high lead successful lives.
school, she With abackground ~n film
tu rned the':' and-television) Chalsty mar-:-
,'exp~rien ce shaled the support of local
, into a quest 'f.. and national community'

to help oth- leaders, inclu4ing HUD Sec~

ers. Chalsty retary Jack Kemp. In 1992,
-Chalsty re- ' shelaunched a nonprofitedu-
, cendy shared her story with cational reform organization,
theMiddle and Upper School the Community for Ed~ca- _
students at Charleston Col- tionFoundatiotl,whoseO,~r­
-le-giateSchool as'part of the 'coming Obstacles program
'school's "Making a Differ- -, offers educatorscurriculum
'ence" speaker'sseries. materials and traii)irigso they

After Chalsty:p1etherchild- may teach relevant life skills
hoodtormentor ather IO-year to. their students.
high school reunion in Cali- Charleston Collegiatehopes
fornia, she undertook a year- to be the first, in the area to:
long research project to dis- , utilize the program. :;'::''-
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Overcoming Obstacles Media Coverage in the March 26, 2009 issue of the Post and Courier, pg. 11ZB.




