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HOT OR COLD?

Fill in the blanks to show who really made each decision. Write “hot” if Chris made
the decision herself. Write “cold” if she actually let someone else make it for her.

1. Hi! My nameis Chris, and | got a job at the supermarket on Saturdays. | got a job
at this store because you can work in a different area of the store every week.

2. My first week, | worked in the meat department because my friend Sal works
there, and he said that all the cool people work there.

3. Butldidn’t know that when you work in the meat department, you have to mop
the floor three times a day. Another person | know said she liked working in the
produce department, so | started working there the next week.

4. Butyouspend alot of time in produce spraying water on the vegetables to keep
them fresh. | get sick pretty easily, and | knew I'd get a cold from all that cold
water. So, the next week | moved to the dairy department.

5. Have you ever noticed how people always read the back of the milk cartons, and
then the cartons slip out of their hands, fall to the floor, and break? Well, guess
who cleans it up! My friends at the store told me that there wasn’t alot todo in
the cereal department, so the next week | moved there.

6. Butitwassoboring! There was really nothing to do, and | like having something
to do. I started thinking about how | like working with numbers and talking to

people. Now I'm running the cash register.

7. And I’'m not going to change departments next week.
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DECISION MAKING | GATHERING INFORMATION
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MYSTERY PERSON #1

MIKA LEE

You were born in Winnipeg, Manitoba. (Manitoba is a province in central Canada.
Winnipeg is a city in southern Manitoba, not far from the U.S. border.)

Your birthday is October 2.

You have no middle name.

You moved to the United States with your family last summer.
You have one sister and one brother.

Your sister is older than you, and your brother is younger.

Most of your relatives live in Manitoba, but you have an aunt, uncle, and cousins who
live in Fiji.

Your family has two pets: a dog named Mister and a gerbil named Spike.

You speak French as well as English.

Your favorite foods are spaghetti, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches,andice cream.
Your favorite color is orange.

Your favorite sport is hockey.

You like to ice-skate, swim, and ride your bike.

You also like to collect stamps from around the world and draw.

You would like to be a veterinarian someday.

You would also like to be a professional figure skater.

You would like to travel around the world someday.
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MYSTERY PERSON #2

JERRY SOLO

You were born in Cordoba, Argentina. (Argentina is a country in southern South
America. Cordoba is a city in north central Argentina.)

Your birthday is February 28.
Your middle name is Rawson, which is your mother’s maiden name.

You are an American citizen, but you were born in Argentina. Your family moved
back to the United States when you were four years old.

Your family moved here on account of your father’s new job.

You have one sister.

Your sister is younger than you.

Your grandparents and most of your other relatives live near you.
Your family has no pets.

You speak English and some Spanish.

Your favorite foods are burritos, pizza, and steak.

Your favorite color is purple.

Your favorite sport is soccer—you have played it since the age of four.
You also like to play basketball, and you are learning to swim.

You love to read adventure and mystery stories, go to movies, and cook.
You would like to be a pilot someday.

You would also like to be an actor or a chef.
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THE FRIENDS

< Foraslongasyoucanremember,thisfriend
has been to your birthday parties. He
is always there to listen when someone
needs a friend. He is the only one in your
group of friends who has never been to
a concert, and he doesn’t really enjoy
music. He wants to go to this concert
because he doesn’t want to miss out on
any fun.

< Thisfriend is a great storyteller and tells
hilarious jokes. This is her favorite band,
and she has been talking about the
concert for months. She is always fun to
be with, but she shoplifts every time you
go somewhere. Part of the reason she
can’t wait to go to the concert is because
she is excited about the items she will

steal from vendors there. FINAI_ ANNOUNCEMENT

% This friend is very responsible and street These two people will
smart, and everybody’s parents love her. go to the concert:
If she goes to the concert, you can all stay 1.
out later. Parents feel that if this friend
goes to the concert, you will all be safe. 2.

She is also somewhat of an outsider; she
isn’t always fun to be with. Lately, she has
been spending less time with the group.

s This friend has the most money in the
group, and always spends it on his friends.
You know that if he goes to the concert,
he will buy you souvenirs and food. This
friend also has an early curfew. If he goes
to the concert, you all have to leave the
concert early.
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MAKE IT EASY

Question:

OPTIONS

CONSEQUENCES

+or -

1.

Decision:
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AGAINST ALL ODDS

Liberty Franklin leads the Boys &
Girls Clubs as its Youth of the Year.
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When she was younger, Liberty
Franklin would come home after school
to a dark apartment and find her
alcoholic mother sobbing. She never
met her father and lost her only picture
of him. Her older brothers were in and
out of jail, and her older sister was a
drug addict.

Liberty, now 17, grew up with a lot
of pain. But she didn't let it bring her
down. “l weighed things out,” she says.
“| decided | wanted a better
future for myself.”

How did she pursue this? In

“At the club,

to her mother and persuade her to stop
drinking. “Now she’s in her third year of
sobriety,” Liberty says proudly.

Liberty also began taking more
responsibility at home. To help out
financially, she worked as a bank teller
and fast-food cashier even as she kept
up with her schoolwork.

Now a senior at Everett High School,
she’s ranked as one of the top students
in her class. This spring she will be the
first one in her family to graduate
from high school.

For her leadership and academic

sixth grade, when her friends t:)‘ggf :‘E)Jaey efforts, in September Liberty was
began drinking, Liberty began from the named the Boys & Girls Clubs’
going to the local Boys & drug ped- National Youth of the Year and
Girls Clubs for help with her dling and was given a $10,000 scholarship.

homework. There, she says, the violent As the representative of 3 million

“the staff members took me gangs.”

under their wing. At the club, |

was able to get away from the

drug peddling and violent gangs on the
street and the negative things in my
family.”

At the club, she tutored children and
helped organize events like Breakfast
With Santa and a back-to-school clothing
drive. She also joined a leadership
group for girls, where they talked
about things “like peer pressure and
family life,” Liberty says. She gained
confidence, enough to speak honestly

club members, she has met the

President and will travel around

the country to discuss important
youth issues with business and
government leaders.

Liberty says her goal is to help boys
and girls overcome obstacles such as
poverty, crime and family problems.

“All I've done is to avoid the cycles
of negativity. Little did | know | was
leading my life by example,” she says.
“Now I'm proving to my peers that they
candoit, too.”

—Nancy Vittorino
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